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TEXT:  Acts 9:1,3-6 
THEME:  GOOD THAT IS TRUE! 
 1.  Confronted and Converted 
 2.  Commissioned and Committed 
 
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's 
disciples. … As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?"  "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.  "I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting," he replied.  "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be 
told what you must do."  NIV84 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
GOOD THAT IS TRUE! 
Too good to be true?  My dad always told me, “If it sounds too good to be true, it is 
probably too good to be true.”  That was good advice.  When something seems too good to 
be true, it usually isn’t true.  How different with the grace of God!  Behind the amazing 
conversion of St. Paul stands the even more amazing grace of God—behind our 
conversions, too. 
 
CONFRONTED AND CONVERTED 
Who would have guessed the outcome of Paul’s trek to Damascus?  Not the persecutor nor 
the ones he was persecuting, never in a million years.  When Saul’s vicious persecution 
sent the Christians scattering from Jerusalem, they didn’t leave their faith behind.  As they 
moved northeast to Damascus, they carried the message of Jesus with them.  As a result, 
their number expanded instead of becoming eradicated.  And Saul in his relentless zeal 
mounted up to go after them. 
 
Make no mistake about it; his zeal was very real.  The followers of that “worthless Galilean” 
represented the opposite of what Saul believed.  Free salvation through a Jesus who had 
died and rose again collided head-on with the salvation earned by the deeds of the law.  
For Saul the Pharisee, the gospel was an enemy to which he would give no quarter.  That’s 
why “still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples,” he marched 
to Damascus. 
 
On the final day of that weeklong journey, a light that made the noonday sun seem like 
darkness flashed down from heaven on Saul.  Then followed a voice like none he had ever 
heard before, calling out to him in judgment and grace.  Saul was scratching in the dust, 
shivering before the One whom he hated vehemently and whose followers he persecuted 
mercilessly.  Can we even imagine what was going on in Saul’s mind when the Savior 
confronted him in such a striking way that day? 
 
We need not imagine what was happening in Saul’s heart.  Saul the persecutor was 
converted into Paul the believer.  The Lord pulverized Saul’s stony heart and planted faith 
in it.  From that day forward, Paul knew himself as the chief of sinners and Jesus as the 
Savior of sinners—all by God’s amazing grace.  Do we wonder why Paul used the word 
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grace over one hundred times in his letters?  For him there was no greater theme than 
what God’s grace had done for him. 
 
When is the last time we stopped to think about our conversion and God’s amazing grace 
behind it?  For us it wasn’t some bright light and commanding voice from heaven, as it was 
for Paul.  For most of us, it was a seemingly insignificant event as some baptismal font.  
For some of us, it was seemingly ordinary words about Jesus spoken by a spouse, a 
neighbor, a pastor.  But the miracle was the same. 
 
Though the circumstances behind our conversions were different, our hearts weren’t.  Like 
Saul’s, they were enemies of God and what he stood for.  Like Saul’s, they didn’t know and 
didn’t want Jesus.  Like Saul’s, they were resistant and powerless to change till Christ 
confronted us, as he did Saul on that Damascus road, and put the sign of the cross on our 
hearts and made them his very own.  Now, with Paul, our theme is God’s grace and how 
good it is. 
 
COMMISSIONED AND COMMITTED 
Christ put the sign of the cross not only on Saul’s heart that day but also on his life.  “You 
will be told what you must do,” he said to the former Pharisee.  In Acts 26, Paul details 
the commission Christ gave him:  “I am sending you to them to open their eyes and 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith 
in me” (v17-18).  Saul was used to giving orders; Paul would get used to receiving them.  
And that’s normal for a Christian.  A follower of Christ is someone who stops doing what he 
or she wants to do and starts doing what Jesus wants him or her to do. 
 
Jesus had huge plans for Paul.  From that Damascus road, the Savior sent his chosen 
servant out to the known roads of the world to tell others.  The countries Paul visited and 
the mission congregations he founded, the missionaries he recruited and the souls he led 
to the great Shepherd are a matter of divine record.  For Paul, no hill was too high to climb, 
no sea too wide to cross, no obstacle too heavy to push out of the way, no suffering too 
severe to slow him down.  And behind it all was the amazing grace of Christ.  As Paul 
himself put it, inspired by the Holy Spirit:  “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has gone, the new has come!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:17-18). 
 
When Jesus puts the sign of the cross on our hearts, he at the same time commissions 
us—sends us out—in his service.  For some of us, it’s full-time ministry with the Word.  For 
others, it’s relating and reflecting that Word as we serve in the homes and neighborhoods, 
the shops and the stores, the classrooms and congregations, wherever he places us, with 
whatever talents he gives us.  And we don’t have to be concerned if we can do it or not.  
God’s amazing grace will fill us for the task. 
 
Too good to be true?  Not when it comes to God’s grace and what it did and does for us.  
Till eternity let our thankful thought be “GOOD THAT IS TRUE!”  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 
Gracious Lord, how totally undeserved are your gifts of the Savior and our faith to trust in 
him.  Instill in us a deep appreciation for the heaven you have prepared for us through 
Christ and grateful determination to serve you by spreading the good news of salvation 
however, wherever, and to whomever we can.  In your grace watch over us till in heaven 
we praise you face-to-face.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen. 


